
PREPARATION: Print off the version you prefer, either colour or black and white, onto cardstock. Cut 
between the cards to separate, then laminate them. If you wish to put them on a ring, punch a 
hole in the top left hand corner of each card to attach them. 
 
HOW TO USE: Children choose a word problem card and read through the question, or listen to 
someone reading the question. Then they can start working on the problem. It is probable they will 
need to read the question a few times. 
 
Children can make use of the ten frames on each task card. If they’re laminated, use dry erase 
markers to add each number in the question, then find the total. Otherwise, just place small objects 
such as small Cuisenaire cubes onto each square to find the total. 
 
I hope your children enjoy working on these Addition Word Problems to 20. 
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Sally’s sister gave her 5 gumballs. 
Her brother gave her 7 gumballs 

and her grandma gave  
her 2 gumballs. 

How many gumballs does 
Sally have altogether? 

Tom’s teacher gave him 10 
gumballs, then Mark and Amy  

both gave him 2 more. 

How many gumballs does 
Tom have altogether? 

WORD  
PROBLEMS  

TO 20 
ADDITION 

A baby elephant chased 8 birds 
while his friend chased  

another 9 birds. 

How many birds did they chase 
altogether? 

© Liz’s Early Learning Spot for Playdough to Plato 



On the table there are 4 balls, 6 
pencils, 2 glasses and 3 toys. 

How many 
objects are  
on the table 
altogether? 

Under the table there are 3 cats, 
6 birds, 1 dog and 2 mice. 

How many 
animals are 

under the table 
altogether? 

Nine sharks are swimming  
under the plank. Oh no...  

I can see 10 more! 

How many sharks 
are swimming 

under the plank?  

I can see 4 pirate ships, 3 English 
frigates and 7 Chinese 

junks in the bay.  

How many sea 
vessels in the bay 

altogether? 



Anita broke 4 eggs for a cake,  
5 eggs for an omelet and 6  
eggs for scrambled eggs. 

How many eggs did Anita 
break altogether? 

Chen made 5 heart-shaped 
cookies, 5 star-shaped cookies and 

8 puppy-shaped cookies. 

Lilly mixed the cake batter for 3 

Approximately how 
much time did it take 

to make the cupcakes? 

Ned, Kamahl and Maria each baked 
6 cupcakes. Matthew iced them all.  

How many cupcakes 
did Matthew ice 

altogether? 

minutes, poured it into little 
cupcake cases then baked 

them for 15 minutes. 

How many cookies  
did Chen make 
altogether? 



Thomas glued 3 stamps onto 
each page of his notebook.  
His notebook has 6 pages. 

How many stamps does 
Thomas have altogether? 

Colin has 8 coins from Canada,  
5 coins from Russia and  

4 coins from China. 

How many candles  
did Grace make 

altogether? 

May sewed together 5 patchwork 
squares each day on Monday, 

Tuesday, Wednesday  
and Thursday. 

How many squares did 
May sew together? 

Grace made 4 candles for her 
family, 6 candles for her friends 

and 1 candle for her teacher. 

How many coins does 
Colin have altogether? 
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